
Erosion & Sediment Control
The NSW Office of Environment and Heritage 
has recently published a pocket guide titled 
Erosion and sediment control on unsealed 
roads: A field guide for erosion and sediment 
control maintenance practices. The guide is 
aimed at providing field staff engaged in the 
maintenance of unsealed roads with a basic 
understanding of the principles that should 
be employed.

The Office of Environment and Heritage 
summarises the contents of the guide as:

This field guide has been published to support organisations that wish to implement 
practices that reduce long-term maintenance costs and the impact of unsealed roads on the 
environment. It provides operators and contractors with practical, hands-on guidance for soil 
and sediment control practices that improve asset management and minimise the amount 
of sediment entering waterways. The field guide is educational and advisory in nature 
with the principles and practices applicable to any unsealed road. It has been developed 
through extensive consultation with field staff and practitioners to help capture valuable 
knowledge and experience and is designed to be stored in field vehicles. It can be used as 
either a stand alone resource or as part of an existing maintenance program. Site-specific 
and organisational requirements still prevail to meet the relevant operational, safety and 
environmental outcomes. 

The guide can be viewed online at:  
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/stormwater/publications.htm#unsealed .  
Printed copies of the document can be obtained by contacting the Department.
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Level Crossing Working Group 
The Roads & Transport Directorate has 
accepted an invitation to join the Level 
Crossing Working Group (LCWG) to represent 
the interests of Local Government. 

Coordination of level crossing activities in 
NSW is provided through the Level Crossing 
Strategy Council. This is an interagency 
forum to promote coordination between 
agencies to improve level crossing safety. 
The council coordinates the development 
and oversees implementation of the Level 
Crossing Improvement Program. The Level 
Crossing Strategy Council is supported by a 
Level Crossing Working Group (LCWG) which 
comprises officer-level representatives from 
the member agencies.

This membership provides an opportunity for 
operational issues relating to rail crossings 
to be raised in an appropriate forum.

Level crossing issues can be raised by 
contacting the Roads & Transport Directorate 
at; msavage@ipwea.org.au .

This updated report includes:

Indexes of the costs associated with 
undertaking road construction work in the 
local road sector in New South Wales.
Seven different indexes covering all New 
South Wales roads, All Local Government 
road works, metropolitan and non-
metropolitan road works, along with separate 
indexes for pavement work, drainage and 
bridge work.

Well researched forecasts of construction 
costs for local government road and bridge 
construction in New South Wales.
An estimate of the impact of the carbon 
tax, and the related changes to diesel fuel 
rebates, on road and bridge construction 
costs in New South Wales.

This is an essential tool for all asset managers in 
NSW and provides an independent assessment 
of the likely future costs involved in the 
management of infrastructure assets.

A copy of the report will be provided to each 
member council in mid September. 

Road Construction Cost Index Report
The Roads & Transport Directorate’s NSW Local Road Construction Cost Forecasts 2012 – 2022  
has been completed and is currently being printed. 



Managing Civil Liability Risk 
Austroads has now published the final 
report from project AT1691 Managing Asset 
Management Related Civil Liability Risk. 
This project was managed by Mick Savage 
and specifically includes input from Local 
Government.

The document summary explains the content as:

It is imperative to note that the objective 
of this document is to improve awareness 
and provide practical guidance. It is not a 
legal textbook or repository of case law, 
nor does it set out to provide legal opinion. 
This is the domain of a road authority’s legal 
representatives.

The underlying principle adopted throughout 
this document is that preventing incidents 
occurring through sound asset management 
practices is a far better strategy than 
choosing to rebut or defend all claims 
received regardless of the scenario and 
technical issues involved. Being able to 
robustly demonstrate that reasonable and 
effective measures have been consistently 
implemented in managing and maintaining 
the road network will go a long way towards 
the road authority being able to demonstrate 
that it has fulfilled its duty of care to road 
users.

It is essential that asset management 
practitioners actively consult and work 
with their authority’s legal representatives 
regarding all legal related risk management 
matters. This begins immediately upon 
receipt of formal notification of a claim, 
and then subsequently during any formal 
proceedings should the claim progress. 
A two-way process is advocated, which 
includes the need for legal representatives 
to understand technical concepts and be 
encouraged to provide feedback on the 
outcomes of any proceedings as part of a 
learning and continual improvement regime.

The Research Report AP-R412-12 can be 
downloaded from the Austroads website  
www.austroads.com.au .

NSW Long Term Transport Plan
The NSW Government has just released the 
Draft NSW Long Term Transport Master Plan and 
is accepting comments up until 26th October 
2012. 

The Draft Plan has a 20 year horizon and aims 
at developing integrated planning across all 
transport modes and across the transport 
network. At this early stage an assessment of 
the likely impacts on Local Government has not 
been undertaken.

The Roads & Transport Directorate will be 
making a submission on the Draft Plan by the 
due date. Copies of any council submissions 
would be appreciated by mid October to ensure 
that all views have been canvassed and there is 
consistency across the industry.

Comments and / or submission can be 
forwarded to Mick Savage at:  
msavage@ipwea.org.au .

Product Updates
In travelling across the state the Roads & 
Transport Directorate has become aware of 
some updated information that may be of use 
to members. Please note that this information 
is not a product endorsement. It is provided to 
inform members of processes that may be of 
interest.

Global Road Technology
This company specializes in road stabilisation 
and has provided the following press release.

Global Road Technology is an international 
company with a wealth of expertise in the 
creation and maintenance of better urban, 
rural and industrial roads GRT technology 
solves road stabilisation and dust control 
problems, and other operating challenges, 
with the optimal combination of proven 
products and total turn-key solutions. Global 
Road Technology works on all types of 
roads from major highways and Freeways 
to haulage, industrial, rural and remote 
community roads, hardstand areas, service 
roads, water repellent pavements, to 

supplying pothole repair  
mix for councils. We provide overall  
soil and ground stabilisation to all surfaces.  
Our technology can be applied into clay, silt, 
sand, gravel, and almost any soil material.

Global Road Technology is revolutionary 
innovative road stabilising technology that 
is significantly cheaper, Environmentally 
friendly, and longer lasting than conventional 
road building methods,” Our staffing 
capabilities with expert surveyors, geologists, 
civil engineers and industry consultants to 
ensure we always have the right qualified on 
site technicians and staff to assist with any 
project and a quick response time on all jobs.

A Global Road Technology road cost 
significantly less than a conventional road, 
saving considerable resources, materials, 
money and water. Each of the GRT products 
is able to be applied very quickly, with a 
skilled crew able to lay one kilometre a day, 
leading to the roll out times from planning to 
the finished product only a matter of a few 
days, Creating “Instant Infrastructure”. 

Global Road Technology is also deeply 
committed to helping rural and remote 
communities globally as a supporter of the 
United Nations Decade for Change Action.

“It’s our goal to keep industries moving, 
create better roads for rural communities, 
and safer road infrastructure in low to middle 
income countries”.

Global Road Technology focus is on programs 
that rethink the relationship between people  
and roads and we are proud to be able to 
provide innovate solutions, on a global scale,  
to improve the safety of citizens and 
communities everywhere.

Further information is available from the 
company website at:  
www.globalroadtechnology.com or  
by contacting Jordan Paris at:  
jordan@globalroadtechnology.com

Tax Invoices For 2012/2013
Tax invoices for the 2012/13 financial year were sent to Councils in early June. Please follow up to make sure 
that your payment has been made. Membership needs to be renewed to ensure that your council receives the 
new NSW Local Road Construction Cost Forecasts 2012 – 2022 publication.
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Your comments or reactions 
to any of the above issues are 

welcomed. Please email me at: 
msavage@ipwea.org.au

Mick Savage Manager, Roads & 
Transport Directorate
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